
Financial Aid 101



SENIOR TIMELINE
OCTOBER
•Register for SAT/ACT/SAT subject tests 
(if required)
•Finalize college list (Reach, Good Match, 
& Safety)
•Visit prospective colleges and go to 
District College Fair, October 19th, 6-8 PM 
(Over 60 college reps & FREE workshops 
for parents and students)
•Work on any college application writing 
prompts

NOVEMBER
•UC & CSU applications DUE November 
30th!
•CSU EOP Application DUE November 
30th!
•Attend afterschool college application 
workshops with the counselors
•Start Financial Aid applications 
(FAFSA/DREAM Act). Get checked by 
counselors before submitting.

DECEMBER-FEBRUARY
•Complete FAFSA/DREAM Act 
application.
•Apply for scholarships (Career 
Center maintains a monthly printed 
SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN & online 
bulletin on their website 
www.tinyurl.com/SGHS-CC)
•Check e-mail/college student portals 
to make sure that all requirements and 
college requests are met

MARCH-MAY
•CalGrant/ FAFSA/Dream Act DUE March 
2nd!
•Once you've received all of your responses 
from colleges, make your final decision! But, 
don’t forget to verify your financial aid before 
you make any college budget decisions.
•Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) May 
1st. 
•Prepare for your AP exams and complete 
your AP tests before summer.
•Send your final transcripts to your college 
and meet housing deadlines.
•GRADUATION!!! May 31st!



Average Tuition Costs in California 
2017-2018 Academic Year

Type of School Average Tuition per Year

Community College $3,347 
CSU $7,225

UC $13,900

Independent College $59,500



How Much Aid Will you Need for the School 
You Choose?

   Your chosen school’s cost of attendance (COA)
– Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

= Your financial need

COA = tuition, fees, living costs, transportation, books, and 
personal expenses. Once you determine your need, respond 
to the aid offers.  Submit all required documents & deposits 

by the deadlines!



Types of Financial Aid

FREE
You do NOT pay it back!

• Grants
• Scholarships
• Work-Study

      NOT FREE
You MUST pay it back when 

no longer a student….

• Loans



Cal Grants = Free Money!
Cal Grant Application = 
FAFSA or Dream Act application

• FAFSA 
▫ Application window: October 1st – March 2nd 

• Cal Grant GPA Verification submit by school
• Must renew every year!!
• Senior grades count !
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TYPES OF LOANS
• Unsubsidized Loans: You pay all interest from 

the moment you start borrowing. You can 
defer payments until you graduate.

• Subsidized Direct Loan: Federal government 
pays the interest while you are in college.
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GPA Verification Opt-out Form



FAFSA or Dream Act?

        www.fafsa.gov 

        http://www.csac.ca.gov/dream_act.asp 

http://www.fafsa.gov
http://www.csac.ca.gov/dream_act.asp


10 Items You Need 

1. A computer with internet access and a printer

2. FSA ID for student and parent (FAFSA only)

3. YOUR SS# (If you have one)

4. Current bank statements

5. Driver’s license (if applicable)

6. Assets, investment records

7. Alien Registration Card (If not US citizen)

8. 2016 tax records

9. 2016 W2 forms and other record(s) of money earned 
(both student and parents)

10. At least an hour of to sit down and complete the form



http://www.csac.ca.gov/dream_act.asp 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/dream_act.asp


AB 540
AB540: Undocumented students (not a U.S. citizen) can 

qualify for in-state tuition rates at public colleges

1.Attend a California High School for three (3) or more years
2.Graduate from a California high school or earn an GED
3.Register at an accredited public institution of higher education in 
California.

4.Sign a statement (affidavit) with the college or university (NOT 
with INS) stating that you will apply for legal residency with the INS 
as soon as he/she is able to do so.

5. Special presentation at Cash for College (December 2nd at 
MKHS)



Dream Act: 
Selective Service Registration (Males)

1. Applications available at local post office
2. Processing time 4-6 weeks
3. A confirmation card will be sent once approved
4. No Verification No Aid



How Do I Qualify for 
FAFSA (Free Application For Student Aid) 

1. Must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment 
in eligible school

2. Must be pursuing degree, certificate or other 
recognized credential

3. Must be U.S. citizen or legal resident
4. Must be registered with 

selective service 
(required if male and 
18 years old)



First Thing … Obtain a FSA ID 

To apply for FAFSA both you and 
your parents must apply for a FSA 
ID

•Log on to: 
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/  
    click on the         icon  to register
•Your FSA ID serves as an 
electronic signature
•Keep it in a safe place & DO NOT 
share this number with  anyone

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Apply for FAFSA
• www.fafsa.ed.gov  
• FAFSA collects family’s financial information used to 

calculate student’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

• List the MOST COSTLY school in California FIRST on FAFSA 
(you can list up to 10 schools).

• List those with the earliest financial aid deadlines first.

• FAFSA should be started on October 1, 2017!

• March 2, 2018 is the DEADLINE!

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Financial Aid Process



S.A.R. C.A.R.

If you provide email 
address, this will come via 

email.

Verify that all info is 
correct.

Either accept or refuse 
specific aid offers.
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csu.edu 2017



Cost: 

$26 initial application and 
one  college/program

$16 each additional report 
thereafter



Scholarship Scams

Scam-Spotting Rules:
• Don’t pay money to get money.
• Too good to be true?  It probably is.
• Spend time applying, not money.
• Legitimate scholarships are never guaranteed.
• Feel suspicious?  Trust your instinct.









Questions???


