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Communication and the ability to communicate effectively is an important aspect of teaching. Teachers are always using their words and body to convey a message about a concept, a lesson or a directive. Not only do the words you use have a direct meaning about the message but the tone of your voice and your facial expression can also have meaning. Becoming more aware of your verbal and nonverbal communication will help increase the impact of your message and help your students become more adept at understanding body language.


Here are some of the nonverbal behaviors that you can utilize in your classroom:


Eye contact. Making eye contact shows that you are interested and that you are providing attention to your students.


Facial expressions. Sometimes a person may be unaware that they are frowning or tensing their forehead. Such unawareness can create a message that was unintended by the speaker.


Gestures. Gestures can be used to emphasize your message. Whether it is a slight movement or a big movement, your gestures can add more meaning to what you are saying.


Here are some verbal communication skills that you can also use in your classroom:


Give your students time to express themselves.


Make reflective statements that show that you understood them.


Ask open-ended questions to elicit your students’ thoughts and ideas.
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