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What we will cover today:
1. Choosing a College and Major
2. UC & CSU Requirements
3. UC Personal Insight Questions 
4. UC/CSU EOP
5. Private School Recommendation Letters
6. Financial Aid/Scholarships/Scams
7. Important Dates
8. Questions?



Why Complete a 
College Degree?



Choosing a College…there are many 
factors to consider!

● Financial Aid
● Housing
● Facilities
● Activities
● Campus visits
● Environment

● Location
● Size
● Major
● Admission 

Requirements
● Academics
● College Expenses



UC CSU

3.0 GPA minimum
(A-G courses only from  

grades 10 and 11)

2.0 GPA minimum
(A-G courses only from  

grades 10 and 11)

SAT or ACT w/ writing* SAT or ACT*

Students may earn up to eight semesters of honors points.
No honors points awarded for D or F grades.

Minimum Requirements
(refer to pages 3 & 4 of handout)

*Many campuses will still accept scores through 
December 2017
CSU code: #3594



California State Universities (CSU)
(refer to pages 4- 6 of handout)

1) Application is open October 1 
– November 30.

2) See eligibility index and 
impacted majors matrix

3) Start account today at 
www.calstate.edu/apply.



CSU Eligibility Index
● You must meet minimum eligibility requirements to apply 

to a UC or a CSU.  Please refer to the eligibility index so you 
can calculate your GPA and SAT scores to determine 
eligibility.

● Remember that meeting eligibility does not guarantee you 
a spot in the college of your choice. 

● Remember to apply to a “safe” or backup school!



CSU Eligibility Index (page 5)



Five Reasons Why Your Major Might 
Not Be As Important As You Think

1. Employers aren’t interested in what you 
THINK they’re interested in.

2. Medical schools and law schools (grad 
schools) don’t really care about your 
major.

3. Majors don’t necessarily lead to careers.
4. Your job may not exist yet.
5. Your major won’t always define your pay.



Impacted 
Majors

(page 6)

http://www.calstate.edu
/sas/impactionsearch/

http://www.calstate.edu/sas/impactionsearch/
http://www.calstate.edu/sas/impactionsearch/


(page 4)



EOP
Educational Opportunity Program 

EOP is a support program for undergraduate students who need admission 
assistance and support services to succeed in college.

Who may be eligible?
● Low-income  or educationally disadvantaged students (meet income guidelines)
● First generation students 
● California residents 
● Must be approved by the EOP selection committee based on educational background 

For UC Schools: Short answer space is within the main UC application.  
For CSU: You will be asked if you want to apply within your application.  

You will need  two recommendation forms from two non-family adults 
who know you best.



 EOP continued….. 
"EOP Application Booklet" available on CSU Mentor website

EOP can provide:
● Special admission consideration
● Financial aid assistance 
● Orientation to college 
● Academic advising, counseling, and peer advising
● Writing and college transition course (EOP 100) 
● Career counseling 
● Tutoring
● Graduate placement information 
● Priority deadline is November 30th



University of California (UC)
● Admission is extremely competitive

● Application is now open at 
universityofcalifornia.edu

● Submit November 1 – November 30!
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14 Factors Considered:
● Academic grade point average in all completed "a-g" courses, including additional 

points for completed UC-certified honors courses.
● Scores on the following tests: ACT Plus Writing or the SAT Reasoning Test.
● Number of, content of and performance in academic courses beyond the minimum 

"a-g" requirements.
● Number of and performance in UC-approved honors, Advanced Placement, 

International Baccalaureate Higher Level and transferable college courses.
● Identification by UC as being ranked in the top 9 percent of your high school class at 

the end of your junior year (Eligible in the Local Context, or ELC).
● Quality of your senior-year program as measured by the type and number of 

academic courses in progress or planned.
● Quality of your academic performance relative to the educational opportunities 

available in your high school.
● Outstanding performance in one or more specific subject areas.
● Outstanding work in one or more special projects in any academic field of study.

How are UC applications evaluated? 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu 



How are UC applications evaluated? 
■ Recent, marked improvement in academic performance as demonstrated by 

academic GPA and the quality of coursework completed or in progress.
■ Special talents, achievements and awards in a particular field, special skills, 

special interests, experiences that demonstrate unusual promise for leadership or 
other significant experiences or achievements that demonstrate the student's promise 
for contributing to the intellectual vitality of a campus.

■ Completion of special projects undertaken in the context of your high school 
curriculum or in conjunction with special school events, projects or programs.

■ Academic accomplishments in light of your life experiences and special 
circumstances, including but not limited to: disabilities, low family income, first 
generation to attend college, need to work, disadvantaged social or educational 
environment, difficult personal and family situations or circumstances, refugee status 
or veteran status.

■ Location of your secondary school and residence.

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu 



 UC Personal Insight 
Questions

UC Video

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/index.html


Activities Tips for UC/Private App
See handout before describing your activities!

Tip #2: Emphasize tangible, 
measurable impact. 

Whom did your activity help? How 
many people? How much money did 

you raise?

Instead of: 
Raised money for children in Africa.
Try: Raised $3,000 to provide three 

uniforms and scholarships for students 
attending the Joseph Waweru Home 

School in Kenya



● They have their own deadlines and requirements.
● Some have a “No Loan” policy.
● Many require an additional financial aid application – 

The CSS Profile.
● Recommendation letters are usually required.
● Many private schools are on commonapp.org
● Many schools require supplemental essays

Private Schools



Recommendation Letters
Must fill out a blue student information packet. 
(available in the Counseling Office)

October 31st is the deadline to give your student 
information packet to your counselor.

Your packet must be turned in 2 weeks prior to 
your first deadline.

Ask for a recommendation letter only if you 
are serious about attending a 

private school.



 Application Fee Waivers
UC/CSU

● Fee Waivers eligibility is determined within the online 
application

● It is crucial that the financial information you provide is 
accurate as the system does not allow you to “go back” 
once it has registered your financial information

● A supplemental application is available for fee waivers 
that cannot be determined within the online application

Private Schools
● College Board Fee Waivers are sent to you digitally 

once you have used an SAT Fee Waiver.
● You can also request fee waivers on Common App
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How Will I Pay For College?
● Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA)- Application opens October 1, 2016. 
● Cal Grants- Cal Grant A, Cal Grant B, & Cal Grant C
● Loans
● Work-Study
● Scholarship
● CSS Profile 

Counselors will present about Financial Aid in detail in 
tomorrow.



Scholarship Scams

Scam-Spotting Rules:
• Don’t pay money to get money.
• Too good to be true?  It probably is.
• Spend time applying, not money.
• Legitimate scholarships are never guaranteed.
• Feel suspicious?  Trust your instinct.



Important Dates and 
College Application Help

Please refer to page ONE of your packet!



Resources (page 1 &2)



RResources
                                                     (page 8)







Questions?

Powerpoint available soon at:
www.sghsmatadors.com/about_us/guidance.jsp


